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Coney Weston Weekend 25-26 July 

On Saturday we drove3 out across Knettishall airfield and took a byeway towards Knettishall Heath, where we picked up the Icknield Way Path. This took us between  the Rushford and Euston Estates and down to Rushford Broad Belt. Turning right we passed Rushford Paddocks then right again past the Hall. Left to Knettishall Heath Country Park, leaving Riddlesworth Hall on our left we turned up to the old airfield again and back to Coney Weston. 


In the afternoon the more energetic drivers practised hazards and cone driving. We enjoyed lovely weather for the barbeque with over 25 members attending. Sallie, unable to drive due to an injury to her foot, joined us for the barbeque and later entertained us with her accordion and Nick played his guitar. Sue Ram, Bunty Richardson and Scrivy joined us for the barbeque, also Becky, Nick and the children and David Weir. Thank you to Colin for all his hard work dispensing the drinks, and to Shirley and David busy at the BBQ. 

Sunday was another very warm day. Linda and Ray had set out the clues for their ‘Film Title’ Treasure Hunt the night before. Eunice and Wally set off at first light to search for clues as they had to make an early departure. The other competitors set off fairly promptly. Unfortunately one clue had already been sabotaged and time was wasted looking for it. The route took us through Hopton, Thelnetham, Market Weston and back to Coney Weston. Thank you Ray and Linda – the clues were amusing and challenging. 


After lunch we held the cone driving competition. There were twelve entries and Pebbles excelled himself coming 1st and 2nd. 
1st Terence and David with Pebbles

2nd Graham and Canny with Pebbles.

3rd Jeff and Gwen with Comet.


Ian and Sandy and Danny were greatly missed due to Sandy’s accident. We all wish her a speedy recovery.

Drive attendance:

Saturday and Sunday Shirley,  Jeff and Gwen, Ray and Linda, Terence and Liz, Eunice and Wally, Sarah Jayne and Graham, Canny and David, Liz and Jonathan, Angela and Maureen.

Saturday only  Judith and Richard

Sunday only John and Rosemary Lynn, Mouse and Mark and Freddie, Pam Dixon and Family.
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Thetford Drive 13th April

We met at St Helen’s carpark, Santon Downham and 13 turnouts drove out in 2s and 3s to enjoy the tracks in the forest. We returned to our trailers and enjoyed a picnic lunch before returning home. 
In Attendance: Mouse and Mark, Sarah Jayne and Graham, Viv Grey, Ted and Buddy (new members), Shirley, Terence and Liz, Judith and Richard, Eunice and Wally, Ian and Sandy, Howard and Margaret, Ben and Davida, Canny and David, Cathy Batty, Angela and Maureen. 

Windolph’s Drive 12th& 13th July
Saturday


Between the rain showers the farm tracks were driven. Graham and Sarah-Jayne’s carriage was rescued by Ian driving the old land rover when Tatty Anne went temporarily lame. There are some pictures on the C&WDC website. An indoor BBQ had to be held. 

Sunday


A better day! We were very kindly invited to Gifford’s Hall for a glass of champagne by David and Diana Rowland, a very welcome stop on our route round. Tom and Sue were waiting for us at The Plough at Rede for our lunch and drinks. How we were going to negotiate the boggy patch on the way back was the talk. No-one, fortunately, got stuck. 
Attendance
Geoff and Gwen, Ian and Sandy, Graham and Sarah-Jayne, Wally and Eunice, Pam Dickson, Louise and partner, John and Rosemary Lynn, Jonathan and Liz, Mouse and Andrea. 
 Liz. Slater.
EAST WALTON DRIVE - SUNDAY 17TH AUGUST 2008

Drive attendees:

Graham Cooper with Tatty-Ann (Richard Cain grooming)

Canny and David Jones with Pebbles

Terence and Liz Wheeler with Sylvie

Ray and Linda Godwin with Millie

Mouse with Jake

Maureen, Angela and Shirley meeting with us at the pub stop

Sandy Collinge in spirit (if not in person) via numerous text messages throughout the day!

Also joining us were:

Bill and Rachel Lewis with Daisy

Laura Lewis riding Neve

Lynn and Richard with Norman (on holiday at Abbey Farm)

2 other turnouts from Leicestershire (also on holiday at Abbey Farm)

On waking in the morning I was dismayed to see the terrible weather, after such a lovely day previously.  Heavy rain left me feeling certain all would cry off, but not a bit of it.  The C&WSDC are a hardy bunch and all who braved the early morning’s inauspicious start were rewarded with a dry and sunny day by the time it came to set off.

As the Club are familiar with the tracks around East Walton’s surrounding area I’d tried hard to find a route with at least some bits which the Club hadn’t driven before and hope I succeeded. Fortunately, the route skirted around the illegal rave which had taken place in Gayton Thorpe that night and was still ongoing.  I think all turnouts managed to avoid getting caught up with any of the police milling around the area.  However, I believe some Club members, on hearing the loud thumping music, may have been tempted to join in with a bit of rave dancing!!

All made the 8 miles safely to the Dabbling Duck pub in Great Massingham for lunch on the Green where we proved to be quite a spectacle.  So many people and ponies in one go brought lots of locals and holiday makers alike over to have a chat and the meet the horses.

Another 8 miles back to East Walton along a track which I’m pleased to say none had discovered before (not even Bill and Rachel Lewis) and the weather remained kind, dry and sunny.  

Tea and cakes for all to fortify them for their journey home concluded what I hope for all was an enjoyable day.

There was a small fee for this drive of only £3 but many kindly gave more than this as all the proceeds were being given to Rachel Lewis’ charity fund which is shared between the East Walton Church Restoration fund and MacMillan Nurses.  In total we raised £57 for the charity.

Many thanks also to my friend, Laura Cain, who kindly lent her husband to groom for Graham and who’s help on the day, especially with afternoon tea service, was invaluable!

SJ

Thetford Drive 28th September


We had a glorious day for the last drive of the 2008 season. 6 turnouts drove the tracks in Thetford Forest. When we returned to our boxes we were offered champagne and cakes to celebrate Terence and Liz’s 45th wedding anniversary. Congratulations to the ‘Happy Couple’. Sue and Tom Ram joined us with a picnic at lunch time and so did Shirley. 

This appeared to be Harvest Festival weekend so some of our regular drivers were too busy ‘ploughing and scattering’ all things bright and beautiful to join us at Santon Downham. They missed a lovely autumnal drive- we must arrange it for a different weekend next year.  MAW. [image: image2.wmf]
Attendees:                                      
Linda and Ray with Poppy, Ian and Graham with Danny, Ben and Davida with Charlie, Canny and David with Pebbles, Terence and Liz with Sylvie, Maureen and Jackie with Carry. 
LE TREC – CONEY WESTON

Sunday 31st August
Sunday 31st August dawned and the course set, skills built and the route marked out but would anyone be able to see any of it with the thick fog.  By 10.30 we were off. A hot competition and a hot day ensued.  Presentation  held outside the front of Coney Weston House with our Judge, Brent, proved many competitors had polished and cleaned all week as standards were high.  With the late harvest the cross country route gave some added skills for our ponies in the form of bale carting however most turnouts seem to make the time and enjoy the route as they went.

A beautifully mapped out walk section done by Maureen was followed by the skills section.  5 skills involving groom participation proved the importance of team work and kept horse, whip and groom all attentive to instructions given by Mouse and Terence.

Lunch on the lawn followed by tea and cakes (a yummy chocolate one baked by Angela) were enjoyed whilst results and rosettes were given.  The winners were as follows:

Skills

1st Shirley and Lesley with Chloe


2nd Liz and Ian with Sylvie

3rd Graham and Richard with Jake           [image: image3.wmf]
Overall winners

1st Liz and Ian with Sylvie

2nd Shirley and Lesley with Chloe

3rd Wally and Eunice with Winston

Other attendees:
Esme and Helen with Maddy
Shirley and Lesley with Chloe
Judith and Richard with Sonny
Liz and Ian with Sylvie
Wally and Eunice with Winston
Sarah Jayne and Laura with Tatty ann
Graham and Richard with Jake
Pam and Edmond with Polo
Canny and David with  Pebbles
Know Your Horses – Answers to the Mystery Items picture quiz[image: image4.wmf]
A metal curry comb;  B rosette pin;  C brake fluid nipple;   D whip binding;   E hoof oil brush;   F stack of cones;  G bridle rack;  H bearing rein hook;  I quick release trace fastener;  J Liverpool bit;  K  safe buckle pin. 

Don’t forget to keep your quiz score and your ‘hidden horseshoes’ from this year’s newsletters for the final count up at the AGM. The total to aim for this year is 49 (39 quiz points and 10 horseshoes.) 
EAST;  WEST;  WHICH IS BEST?

Club week at East Walton 14th – 21st June

Club week at West Rudham 6th – 13th September

It was a dark and stormy…….…………………..     Sound familiar?

Wet; windy; occasional dry, sunny spells describes the glorious summer weather enjoyed at East Walton in June and at West Rudham in September. The weather was, as they say “like a parson’s nose” or should that be “like a curate’s egg”? Good in parts with a definite overflow of dewdrops!

However, that didn’t deter the hardy folk who turned up with all manner of beautiful ‘homes on wheels’, sporting elaborate awnings (always a challenge to erect), gazebos (notorious for taking off ‘willy nilly’) and mobile paddocks (so easy to cross when the power is off). The ‘non upwardly mobile’ settled in to Keepers Cottage at East Walton and in to the newly and beautifully refurbished Grange at West Rudham. Without a doubt, all were snug and comfortable in their accommodations.

The catering took on a whole new dimension this year at both venues. Delicious al fresco breakfasts were cooked up by Ray and Linda (Wally had already taste tested at least a dozen varieties of bacon before providing ‘the best’). The aroma of frying bacon wafting across the field first thing in the morning was irresistible!

At West Rudham, the beautiful new kitchen and conservatory were made available for the mass catering and for the very jolly, convivial evening meals.

In addition to the amazing meals provided by all (including an enormous paella) entertainment was provided one evening by the Hunstanton Town Band who played at the Abbey Farm charity barbeque.

As ever, the driving at both venue was superb with mile upon mile of off-road tracks and wonderfully quiet country lanes with ribbons of grass growing up the centre. The tracks were wetter than in previous years, so clean carriages and horses/ponies were not an option at the end of a day’s driving. However, large ‘lagoons’ over tracks proved to be good training for those quadrupeds who were a little shy of the water hazards!

Pigs, piglets, arcs and large tractors on narrow tracks were other hazards experienced. Getting lost still seemed to feature prominently on the list of ‘what you may encounter on a drive’ along with ‘always have your waterproofs easily to hand – you may get soaked to the skin’ – which we did!

Needless to say, the local hostelries featured large as lunch-time destinations. The Stag, The Ostrich, The Dabbling Duck (a menagerie a 
rios?), Bircham Windmill, Sculthorpe Mill and The Tea Rooms were as welcoming as ever.

Several ‘handy pony skills’ were tested during the two weeks and included: the ‘squeezing of pony and trap through a narrow gap‘; the ‘blind alley 360 degree turn on a sixpence’; the ‘hold your whip up high, I can’t see you in this long grass’; the how to attach water-wings to a small pony in a deep ford’ and, of course the most taxing –the ‘unlocking of the key-coded padlock without the aid of spectacles!’.

Despite these challenges and the inclement weather, everyone managed to get out at least once during each day to enjoy the beautiful Norfolk countryside.

Many thanks once again for our hosts at East Walton and at West Rudham who have made our stays so enjoyable and have enabled us to gain access to all those wonderful tracks.

Dramatis personae:

Ben and Davida with Charlie

Canny and David with Pebble

Ian and Sandy with Dan

Jeff and Gwen with Comet

Liz and Terence with Sylvie

Liz and Jonathan with Holly

Maureen and Angela with Cassie and Carrie

Mouse and Mark with Jake

Ray and Linda with Millie and Poppy

Richard and Judith with Sonny

Sarah-Jayne and Graham with Tatty Anne and Ethel

Shirley with Chloe

Wally and Eunice with Winston

SDC

Quiz: Know Your Horses
Can you label these diagrams?  11 points for the collar and 16 points for the pairs harness. Answers to this and  Mystery Objects pictures at the AGM. 
[image: image5.jpg]Full collar with hames.
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Tolerance and The Bug





	When putting to I have always considered that the fit of harness has a tolerance. I wish to share with you a recent experience whilst driving a Bennington Fun Bug. Having put to using my normal tolerance of fit with regard to trace length and belly band adjustment we went for a drive which, in itself, was perfectly successful. But having picked up an extra passenger on the backstep, we then traversed a rutted track. Whilst making the traverse the design of the Fun Bug was its downfall and its own saviour simultaneously. 


	The extra weight combined with the effect of hitting a sharp bump caused the shafts to be forced violently upwards. Because of their shortness beyond the tug and sharp downward curve they were instantly flicked out of the tugs. But as the Bug has self-supporting shafts they did not crash to the ground.


	Minor adjustments to trace length, one hole shorter, and balance girth, one hole tighter, have proved to be a quite adequate solution to the problem. On this type of vehicle with its short downturned shafts its tolerance is perhaps less than that of a traditional vehicle.


	In any other sort vehicle this situation would constitute a major accident. 





                                                                                     Brent Reeder




















